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1
KNITTING COUNTER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/656,520, filed Jun. 7, 2012, and also claims
priority to U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 61/657,028,
filed Jun. 8, 2012, and also claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Application Ser. No. 61/676,328, filed Jul. 26, 2012, each of
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Conventional counting devices for the art of hand knitting
are designed to count rows in a pattern; thus, they generally
consist of an apparatus that displays two digits side by side.
Each digit can be one of a range of ten numerals from 0 to 9,
inclusive. The first digit, shown on the left, represents the tens
column of a number; and the second digit, shown on the right,
represents the ones column of a number. Using these two
digits, a conventional knitting counter can display one num-
ber from 0 to 99, inclusive. One such example of a conven-
tional knitting counter is the “Circular Row Counter” from
Boye; another such example is the “Knitting Counter ‘Kacha-
Kacha’” from Clover.

Notwithstanding these conventional counters, however,
most patterns do not provide users with instructions by row
number, from start to finish. Instead, most patterns instruct
users to undertake several actions, often at the same time, for
a specified (but limited) number of repeats. A repeat can be a
row, but it need not be. An instruction might read, for
example, “Work the increase in Row 11 at each end of every
12th row 5 more times, continuing to work Rows 1 through 24
of Cable Pattern A as established.” In this instruction, the first
repeat consists of rows between and including increase rows;
the second repeat consists of the number of increase rows
worked; and the third repeat consists of the rows in Cable
Pattern A. In the foregoing example, as in the substantial
majority of patterns, the repeats do not exceed 36, but the
pattern asks a user to count several repeats at once. Conven-
tional counting devices thus are not helpful for following
patterns that include a repeating count. First, because they use
only the numerals 0 through 9, conventional counting devices
require two digits to express any number exceeding 9. Sec-
ond, because they display only two digits, conventional
counting devices do not provide users with the ability to
display more than one number exceeding 9. Third, as a con-
sequence, conventional counters do not provide users with the
ability to count a first repeat exceeding 9 while also counting
a second or third repeat that exceeds 9. Again, many patterns
require users to maintain multiple counts at the same time.

Accordingly, there is a need in the art for a counting appa-
ratus for knitting that can maintain multiple counts at the
same time. There is a further need in the art for a counting
apparatus that can maintain multiple counts for at least the
numbers 1 through 36.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The embodiments of the present invention generally relate
to counting devices that may be used by practitioners of the
art of hand knitting, who often refer to patterns that specify
how a particular item is to be constructed. More specifically,
various embodiments of the present invention give knitters
the ability to maintain multiple counts and display multiple
numbers on the same apparatus. Further, by focusing prima-
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2

rily on a narrower range of numbers, various embodiments of
the present invention also give knitters the ability to display
more of the numbers they are most likely to use when follow-
ing a pattern. Accordingly, various embodiments of the
present invention provide a counting apparatus for knitting
that includes a plurality of faces or face means. The face of
face means of any embodiment of the present invention can be
circular, substantially circular, oval, or polygonal, any com-
bination thereof, or comprise any other suitable shape. By
way of example, a face or face mean in any embodiment can
comprise any suitable element useful for a counting device,
including, but not limited to, at least one of a dial or a ring.
One or more faces or face means in any embodiment can be
rotatable in relation to one or more other faces or face means
that are fixed in relation to a base. The faces and face means
can be, but are not necessarily, coaxial in embodiments of the
present invention. The corresponding structure for a face
means can correspond to at least one of a dial or ring as
described herein with respect to FIG. 1A to FIG. 6. Moreover,
aplurality of counting symbols, including, but not limited to,
numerals, can be located on an upper surface of one or more
of'the one or more faces or face means. An indexer or indexing
means such as ratchet(s), pawl(s), gear(s), “click(s),”
detent(s), ball(s), pin(s), or plunger(s), for example, can be
used to rotatably position one or more of the plurality of faces
or face means in relation to the other(s). Each of the one or
more rotatable faces or face means can also be rotatably
positioned by using friction, which can be generated by con-
structing the apparatus so as to make its surfaces slide against
each other. Any of the embodiments of the present invention
described herein, such as those described with respect to FIG.
1A through FIG. 6, may be used with a knitting pattern.

Accordingly, one embodiment of the present invention
provides a counting apparatus for knitting that includes a
plurality of faces, one or more of which are rotatable in
relation to the other(s). The apparatus can include a first face
including a plurality of counting symbols. The apparatus can
further include a second face with an indexer or indexing
means to rotatably position the second face in relation to the
first face. Alternatively, the first face may comprise the
indexer or indexing means. The first and second faces can also
be rotatably positioned in relation to each other using friction.
A base or base means can hold or secure the first face and the
second face. The base or base means may comprise the
indexer or indexing means.

In one example, the apparatus can include a first face com-
prising a first diameter and a first plurality of counting sym-
bols that are located on an upper surface of the first face. The
apparatus can further include a second face comprising a
second diameter that is greater than the first diameter at one or
more locations along the circumference of the second diam-
eter. The second face can be positioned coaxially with the first
face. An indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the second face in relation to the first face. The first
and second faces can also be rotatably positioned in relation
to each other using friction. The plurality of faces can be
coupled to one or more bases or base means, using one or
more posts or post means, brackets, screws, tabs, or portion(s)
of'the base or base means itself, for example. The one or more
base(s) or base means can rest in a user’s hand.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plurality of
rotatable faces. The apparatus can include a first face includ-
ing a first plurality of counting symbols, with a first indexer to
rotatably position the first face. The apparatus can further
include a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols, with a second indexer to rotatably position the sec-
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ond face. The first and second faces can also be rotatably
positioned using friction. One or more base(s) or base means
can hold or secure the first face and the second face.

In one example, the apparatus can include a first rotatable
face comprising a first diameter and a first plurality of count-
ing symbols that are located on an upper surface of the first
face. A first indexer or indexing means can be used to rotat-
ably position the first face. The apparatus can further com-
prise a second rotatable face comprising a second diameter
that is greater than the first diameter at one or more locations
along the circumference of the second diameter. The second
face can be positioned coaxially with the first face. A second
plurality of counting symbols can be located on an upper
surface of the second face. A second indexer or indexing
means can be used to rotatably position the second face. The
first and second faces can also be rotatably positioned using
friction. The plurality of rotatable faces can be coupled to one
or more bases or base means, using one or more posts or post
means, brackets, screws, tabs, or portion(s) of the base(s) or
base means themselves, for example. The base(s) or base
means can rest in a user’s hand.

Another embodiment provides a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes a plurality of dials. The dials can be, but
are not necessarily, coaxial in embodiments of the present
invention. In one example, the apparatus can include a first
dial comprising a first diameter and a first plurality of count-
ing symbols that are located on an upper surface of the first
dial. A first indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the first dial. The apparatus can further comprise a
second dial comprising a second diameter that is greater than
the first diameter at one or more locations along the circum-
ference of the second diameter. The second dial can be posi-
tioned beneath and coaxially with the first dial. A second
plurality of counting symbols can be located on an upper
surface of the second dial. A second indexer or indexing
means can be used to rotatably position the second dial. The
first and second dials can also be rotatably positioned using
friction. One or more bases or base means, which can rest in
a user’s hand, can be coupled to one or more posts or post
means and can be located beneath the plurality of dials.

A further embodiment provides a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes a plurality of dials, wherein two or more
of the dials are not coaxial. For example, the apparatus can
include a first dial comprising a first diameter and a first
plurality of counting symbols that are located on an upper
surface of the first dial. A first indexer or indexing means can
be used to rotatably position the first dial. The apparatus can
further include a second dial comprising a second diameter
that is the same as, or different from, the first diameter. The
second dial can be positioned inside the circumference of the
first dial, for example. The second dial also can be positioned
next to the first dial such that the first dial can be manipulated
by auser’s left thumb and the second dial can be manipulated
by the user’s right thumb, for example. In both examples, a
second plurality of counting symbols can be located on an
upper surface of the second dial and a second indexer or
indexing means can be used to rotatably position the second
dial. The first and second dials can also be rotatably posi-
tioned using friction. One or more bases or base means, which
can rest in a user’s hand, can hold the plurality of dials.

Further embodiments can include more than two dials and
corresponding indexers or indexing means. By way of
example, one embodiment can include a third dial comprising
athird diameter that is greater than the second diameter at one
or more locations along the circumference of the second
diameter. The third dial can be positioned beneath and coaxi-
ally with the second dial, or it can be located on a different
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axis than the second dial, for example. A third plurality of
counting symbols can be located on an upper surface of the
third dial. A third indexer or indexing means can be used to
rotatably position the third dial. The third dial can also be
rotatably positioned using friction. One or more posts or post
means can be used to coaxially align the one or more dials of
embodiments of the present invention.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plurality of
rings, one or more of which are rotatable in relation to the
other(s). The apparatus can include a first ring including a
plurality of counting symbols. The apparatus can further
include a second ring with an indexer to rotatably position the
second ring in relation to the first ring. Alternatively, the first
ring may comprise the indexer. The first and second rings can
also be rotatably positioned in relation to each other using
friction. One or more bases can hold or secure the first ring
and the second ring. Alternatively, or in addition, another face
or faces can hold or secure the first ring and the second ring.
The base(s) or face(s) may comprise the indexer.

In one example, the apparatus can include a first ring com-
prising a first diameter and a first plurality of counting sym-
bols that are located on an upper surface of the first ring. The
apparatus can further comprise a second ring comprising a
second diameter that is greater than the first diameter at one or
more locations along the circumference of the second diam-
eter. The second ring can be positioned coaxially with the first
ring. An indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the second ring in relation to the first ring. The first
and second rings can also be rotatably positioned in relation to
each otherusing friction. The plurality of rings can be coupled
to one or more bases or base means using one or more posts or
post means, bracket(s), screw(s), tab(s), or portion(s) of the
base itself, for example. Alternatively, or in addition, the
plurality of rings can be coupled to one or more bases or base
means using one or more other faces. The base(s) or base
means or face(s) can rest in a user’s hand.

Another embodiment provides a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes a plurality of rotatable rings. Two or
more of the plurality of rotatable rings can be, but are not
necessarily, concentric in embodiments of the present inven-
tion. In one example, the apparatus can comprise a first ring
comprising a first inner diameter and a first outer diameter. A
first plurality of counting symbols can be located on an upper
surface of the first ring. A first indexer or indexing means can
be used to rotatably position the first ring. The apparatus can
also include a second ring comprising a second outer diam-
eter and a second inner diameter that is equal to or greater than
the first outer diameter at one or more locations along the
circumference of the second inner diameter, wherein the sec-
ond ring is positioned concentrically about the first ring. A
second plurality of counting symbols can be located on an
upper surface of the second ring. A second indexer or index-
ing means can be used to rotatably position the second ring.
The first and second rings can also be rotatably positioned
using friction. The apparatus can also include one or more
bases or base means, which can rest in a user’s hand, that hold
the plurality of rings.

Further embodiments can include more than two rings and
corresponding indexers or indexing means. By way of
example, one embodiment can include a third ring compris-
ing a third outer diameter and a third inner diameter that is
equal to or greater than the second outer diameter at one or
more locations along the circumference of the third inner
diameter. The third ring can be, but is not necessarily, posi-
tioned concentrically about the second ring. For example,
each of the three rings can be positioned in a row or array in
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the apparatus such that none of the rings overlaps another
ring. A third plurality of counting symbols can be located on
an upper surface of the third ring. A third indexer or indexing
means can be used to rotatably position the third ring. The
third ring can also be rotatably positioned using friction.

Additional embodiments can provide a counting apparatus
for knitting that includes one or more dials and one or more
rings, one or more of which are rotatable in relation to the
other(s). The apparatus can include a dial including a plurality
of'counting symbols. The apparatus can further include one or
more rings, each of which comprises an indexer to rotatably
position that ring in relation to the dial. Alternatively, the dial
may comprise the indexer(s). The dial and ring(s) can also be
rotatably positioned in relation to each other using friction.
One or more bases can hold or secure the dial and the ring(s).
Alternatively, or in addition, one or more other faces can hold
or secure the dial and the ring(s). The base(s) or the face(s)
may comprise the indexer.

In one example, the apparatus can include a dial compris-
ing a first diameter and a first plurality of counting symbols
that are located on an upper surface of the dial. The apparatus
can further comprise a first ring, a second ring, and a third
ring, for example, each comprising an outer diameter that is
greater than the first diameter at one or more locations along
the circumference of the outer diameter. Alternatively, or in
addition, each ring can comprise a knob or other indicium at
a location on its circumference, which knob or indicium
enables a portion of the ring to protrude from the circumfer-
ence of the dial when the apparatus is viewed from the top.
The ring(s) can be positioned coaxially with the dial. An
indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably position
the ring(s) in relation to the dial. The dial and ring(s) can also
be rotatably positioned in relation to each other using friction.
The dial and rings(s) can be coupled to one or more bases or
base means, using one or more posts or post means,
bracket(s), screw(s), tab(s), or portion(s) of the base(s) itself,
for example. The base(s) or base means can rest in a user’s
hand.

Additional embodiments can provide a counting apparatus
for knitting that includes an indicator “hand,” as might be
found on a timepiece, that can be coupled to at least one face
or face means. For example, the apparatus can include a first
dial comprising a first diameter and a first plurality of count-
ing symbols that are located on an upper surface of the first
dial. The apparatus can further include a first ring, a second
ring, and a third ring, for example, wherein the rings are
positioned coaxially or concentrically with the dial. Each ring
can comprise an outer diameter that is equal to or greater than
the first diameter at one or more locations along the circum-
ference of the outer diameter. Alternatively, or in addition,
each ring can comprise a knob or other indicium at a location
on its circumference, which knob or indicium enables a por-
tion of the ring to protrude from the circumference of the dial
when the apparatus is viewed from the top. One or more first
indexers or indexing means can be used to rotatably position
the rings in relation to the dial. Each of the dial and the rings
can also be rotatably positioned using friction. The apparatus
can further include one or more indicator hands coupled to the
dial at its axis, which hand(s) can rotate around the axis to
indicate one or more counting symbols on the circumference
of the dial. One or more indexers or indexing means can be
used to rotatably position the hand(s) in relation to each other
or the dial. The hand(s) can be rotatably positioned in relation
to each other using friction. Alternatively, or in addition, the
hand(s) can be rotatably positioned in relation to the dial
using friction, as between tab(s) on the hand(s) and slot(s) in
the dial, for example, or slot(s) in the hand(s) and tab(s) on the
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dial. One or more bases or base means can be coupled to the
dial, the ring(s), and/or the hand(s) using one or more posts or
post means, bracket(s), screw(s), tab(s), or portion(s) of the
base(s) or hand(s) themselves, for example. The base(s) or
base means can rest in a user’s hand.

In another example, the apparatus can include a first dial
comprising a first diameter and a first plurality of counting
symbols that are located on an upper surface of the first dial.
A first indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the first dial. The apparatus can further include a first
ring comprising a second outer diameter and a second inner
diameter that is equal to or greater than the first diameter at
one or more locations along the circumference of the second
inner diameter, wherein the ring is positioned concentrically
with the dial. A second plurality of counting symbols can be
located on an upper surface of the first ring. A second indexer
or indexing means can be used to rotatably position the first
ring. One or more dials and one or more rings can be added to
the apparatus, each dial or ring having a plurality of counting
symbols and an indexer or indexing means. Each ofthe dial(s)
and ring(s) can also be rotatably positioned using friction.
The apparatus can further include one or more indicator
hands coupled to the first dial at its axis, which hand(s) can
rotate around the axis to indicate one or more counting sym-
bols on the circumference of the first dial or the first ring. A
third indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the hand(s), or the hand(s) can be rotatably posi-
tioned using friction. One or more bases or base means can be
coupledto the dial(s), the ring(s), and/or the hand(s) using one
or more posts or post means, bracket(s), screw(s), tab(s), or
portion(s) of the base(s) or hand(s) themselves, for example.
The base(s) or base means can rest in a user’s hand.

Another embodiment provides a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes a plurality of rotatable indicator hands,
which can, but need not, rotate independently of each other.
The rotatable hands can be, but are not necessarily, coaxial in
embodiments of the present invention. One or more indexers
or indexing means such as ratchet(s), pawl(s), gear(s),
click(s), detent(s), ball(s), pin(s), or plunger(s), for example,
can be used to rotatably position each of the plurality of
hands. Each of the plurality of hands can be rotatably posi-
tioned in relation to each other using friction, or the hand(s)
can be rotatably positioned in relation to the dial(s) or ring(s)
using friction, as between a tab and a slot, for example. By
way of example, one embodiment can include a first fixed or
rotatable dial comprising a first plurality of counting symbols
that are located on an upper surface of the dial. If the first dial
rotates, a first indexer or indexing means can be used to
rotatably position the first dial. The apparatus can further
include a second fixed or rotatable dial that is located entirely
within the circumference of, and is coupled to, the first dial. A
second plurality of counting symbols can be located on an
upper surface of the second dial. If the second dial rotates, a
second indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably
position the second dial. The apparatus can further include a
plurality of rotatable hands coupled to the first dial at its axis,
which hands can rotate around that axis to indicate a plurality
of counting symbols on the circumference of the first dial. In
addition, the apparatus can include a further rotatable hand
coupled to the second dial at its axis, which hand can rotate
around that axis to indicate a plurality of counting symbols on
the circumference of the second dial. Further indexers or
indexing means can be used to rotatably position each of the
hands. Each of the rotatable dials and rotatable hands can also
be rotatably positioned using friction. One or more bases or
base means can be coupled to the dial(s) and/or the hand(s)
using one or more posts or post means, bracket(s), screw(s),
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tab(s), or portion(s) of the base(s) or hand(s) themselves, for
example. The base(s) or base means can rest in a user’s hand.

Another embodiment provides a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes one or more objects that fit either into or
onto a surface or around an edge of the dial(s), ring(s), or
base(s). The size, shape, and/or placement of these objects
can correspond to the width of one counting symbol. These
objects can act as “stops,” informing the user that the repeat
being counted has reached the beginning or the end of a count
or has skipped a numeral in the count as specified in the
pattern. A stop may take any shape, including the shape of a
hand, for example. A hand may function as a stop.

A further embodiment provides a method for knitting using
anapparatus that includes a first face including a first plurality
of counting symbols numbering at least eleven and a base that
secures the first face, a second face, and a third face. First, a
second face is rotated with respect to the first face to indicate
a first count. Second, a third face is rotated with respect to the
first face to indicate a second count.

Yet another embodiment provides a method for knitting
using an apparatus that includes a plurality of faces and a base
for securing the plurality of faces. First, a first face is rotated
with respect to the base to indicate a first count, wherein the
first face includes a first plurality of counting symbols num-
bering at least eleven. Second, a second face is rotated with
respect to the base to indicate a second count, wherein the
second face includes a second plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven. Any of the apparatuses described
herein, including those described with respect to FIG. 1A
through FIG. 6, can be used with the method of any embodi-
ment of the present invention.

None of the aspects, embodiments, features, improve-
ments, or actual or potential advantages described herein
should be considered a limitation on any embodiment or the
present invention, unless expressly claimed. Similarly, unless
otherwise expressly stated, it is in no way intended that any
embodiment set forth herein be construed as requiring that its
steps or process be performed in a specific order. This holds
for any possible non-express basis for interpretation, includ-
ing matters of logic with respect to arrangement of steps or
operational flow, plain meaning derived from grammatical
organization or punctuation, or the number or type of embodi-
ments described in the specification.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute part of this specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the description,
serve to explain the principles of various embodiments of the
invention. The embodiments described in the drawings and
specification in no way limit or define the scope of the present
invention.

FIG. 1A shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including three dials.

FIG. 1B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 1A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 270°
position and ends at the 90° position.

FIG. 2A shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including two rings and a hand.

FIG. 2B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 2A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 225°
position and ends at the 45° position.

FIG. 2C depicts the embodiment in FIG. 2A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 270°
position and ends at the 90° position.
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FIG. 3 A shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including three dials, a hand,
and a stop.

FIG. 3B depicts two adjoining dials of the embodiment in
FIG. 3A, one (on the left) as viewed from the top, and one (on
the right) as viewed from the underside.

FIG. 3C depicts the embodiment in FIG. 3A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 345°
position and ends at the 165° position.

FIG. 3D depicts the edge of a dial of the embodiment in
FIG. 3A, which dial is shown from the side and cut in half
along a diameter that ends at the 300° position.

FIG. 4A shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including three rings, a hand,
and a stop.

FIG. 4B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 4A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 0° position
and ends at the 180° position.

FIG. 4C depicts the embodiment in FIG. 4A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 330°
position and ends at the 150° position.

FIG. 5A shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including a dial, three rings, and
three stops in the shape of hands.

FIG. 5B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 5A from the top
and omitting the dial so as to reveal the apparatus underneath.

FIG. 5C depicts the embodiment in FIG. SA from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 180°
position and ends at the 0° position.

FIG. 6 shows, from the top, an apparatus of one embodi-
ment of the present invention including three dials and three
hands.

The present invention has been illustrated in relation to
embodiments which are intended in all respects to be illus-
trative rather than restrictive. Those skilled in the art will
realize that the present invention is capable of many modifi-
cations and variations without departing from the scope ofthe
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A first embodiment of the present invention comprises a
knitting counter that includes a plurality of faces, one or more
of which can rotate in relation to the others. One or more of
the plurality of faces can include a plurality of counting
symbols useful for maintaining a knitting count. For example,
an upper surface of a face can be printed, painted, etched,
embossed, engraved, and/or stamped, for example, with
counting symbols around part or all of its circumference. If it
rotates, each face can be rotatably positioned in relation to the
other faces by an indexer or indexing means, which can
include, but is not limited to, ratchet(s), pawl(s), gear(s),
click(s), detent(s), ball(s), pin(s), and plunger(s), for
example. Each of the rotatable faces also can be positioned
using friction. The faces can be coupled to each other and/or
to one or more bases that can rest in the user’s hand. The
face(s) or base(s) can comprise a marking or other indicia that
enable a user to select, by rotation, one counting symbol on
the one or more faces.

Another embodiment of the present invention comprises a
knitting counter that includes a plurality of rings, one or more
of which can rotate in relation to the others. One or more of
the plurality of rings can include a plurality of counting sym-
bols useful for maintaining a knitting count. For example, an
upper surface of a ring can be printed, painted, etched,
embossed, engraved, and/or stamped, for example, with
counting symbols around part or all of its circumference. If it
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rotates, each ring can be rotatably positioned in relation to the
other rings by an indexer or indexing means, which can
include, but is not limited to, ratchet(s), pawl(s), gear(s),
click(s), detent(s), ball(s), pin(s), and plunger(s), for
example. Each of the rotatable rings also can be positioned
using friction. The rings can be coupled to each other and/or
to one or more bases that can rest in the user’s hand. The
ring(s) or base(s) can comprise a marking or other indicia that
enable a user to select, by rotation, one counting symbol on
the one or more rings.

Further embodiments of the present invention comprise a
knitting counter that includes a plurality of dials and/or rings
of'varying diameters, which dials or rings can rotate indepen-
dently of each other around a single axis and which can be
held in place by ratchets, pawls, gears, clicks, detents, balls,
pins, plungers, other indexing means, and/or components or
combinations thereof. The dials and/or rings can also be held
in place using friction. The circumferences of the dials and/or
rings can be printed, painted, etched, embossed, engraved,
and/or stamped, for example, with counting symbols around
part or all of the circumferences. The dials and/or rings can be
coupled to one or more bases that can rest in the user’s hand.
The face(s) or base(s) can comprise a marking or other indicia
that enable a user to select, by rotation, one counting symbol
on the one or more faces.

In one embodiment of the present invention, for example, a
plurality of dials including regularly varying diameters are
stacked upon each other in order of size, with the dial having
the smallest diameter on top and the dial having the largest
diameter on the bottom. The dials, which can rotate indepen-
dently of each other, can share an axis located at the center of
each dial through which one or more posts or post means
secures the dials to each other and to one or more bases or base
means. The base(s) can rest beneath the largest dial. As con-
cerns rotation, each dial can be held temporarily in place,
relative to the base(s) and the other dials, by a ratchet wheel or
means coupled to that dial. The ratchet wheel and means can
be designed so as to engage a pawl or pawl means that is
attached to the adjoining base or dial. The pawl or pawl means
also can be attached to the adjoining post.

When the dials are stationary, the ratchet wheels can rest
against their adjoining pawls to hold the dials in place. When
one or more of the dials is turned, the one or more ratchet
wheels or ratchet means can engage the one or more adjoining
pawls as the one or more dials advance. Around the circum-
ference of each of the dials can be printed a quantity of
counting symbols that matches the quantity of “teeth” on the
ratchet wheel coupled or corresponding to that dial. Printed
on the base(s) can be one or more markings or other indicia
that enables a user to select, by rotation, one counting symbol
on each dial. Atop the smallest dial can be one or more
indicator hands or means, as might be found on a timepiece,
that rotate around the axis independently of the dials and,
when rotated, indicate one or more counting symbols on the
circumference of the smallest dial. A ratchet wheel or pawl
can be attached to each hand to interact with a pawl or ratchet
wheel attached to either the top of the smallest dial beneath it
ora post. In each case, the ratchet wheel and pawl can hold the
hand in place when the hand is stationary and can engage one
another when the hand is moved relative to the dial beneath it.

Using the embodiment in the preceding paragraph, ifa user
wished to advance a single interval by rotating a single dial,
she could hold onto the dial or base beneath the selected dial,
then rotate the selected dial with her other hand. If a user
wished to advance several intervals simultaneously, she could
rotate several dials simply by rotating the largest of the
selected dials; the ratchet wheels and pawls coupled or cor-
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responding to the smaller of the selected dials would hold
those dials in place atop the largest selected dial, which would
rotate against the base or dial beneath it.

Accordingly, various embodiments can provide a counting
apparatus for knitting that includes a plurality of stacked
coaxial dials. The apparatus can comprise a first dial com-
prising a first diameter and a first plurality of counting sym-
bols that are located on anupper surface of the first dial. A first
indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably position
the first dial. In the alternative, the first dial may be rotatably
fixed in relation to the base. The apparatus also can include a
second dial comprising a second diameter that is greater than
the first diameter. The second dial can be positioned beneath
and coaxially with the first dial. Like the first dial, the second
dial can include a second plurality of counting symbols on an
upper surface of the second dial. A second indexer or indexing
means can be used to rotatably position the second dial. In the
alternative, the second dial may be rotatably fixed in relation
to the base. If they rotate, the first and second dial can also be
held in place using friction. One or more bases or base means
can be coupled to the post or post means and can be located
beneath the largest dial. In further embodiments, the first
indexer can comprise a first ratchet wheel coupled to a bottom
surface of the first dial. The first ratchet wheel can engage a
first pawl to rotatably position the first dial. Similarly, the
second indexer can comprise a second ratchet wheel coupled
to a bottom surface of the second dial. The second ratchet
wheel can engage a second pawl to rotatably position the
second dial.

A plurality of counting symbols in any embodiment of the
present invention can be affixed to one or more components of
the apparatus, such as to one or more dials, and can comprise
a continuous list of counting symbols. In one embodiment,
for example, as concerns counting symbols that may be
printed or affixed on the surfaces, such as on a dial, each
surface can contain 24 counting symbols. Of course, the
embodiments of the present invention can use any suitable
number of counting symbols. By way of example only, the
smallest face can include the following sequence of numerals
and symbols: 0, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,
9, followed by up to four symbols. By way of further example,
the other faces can contain the following sequence of numer-
als: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23, 24. This arrangement of counting symbols on
the faces permits a user to maintain two types of counts, as
follows: (1) the first type of count using the indicator hand and
the smallest dial or innermost face, whereby the hand identi-
fies a digit representing the tens column of a numeral and the
dial combines with an indicium on the base to identify a digit
representing the ones column of that numeral, or vice versa,
for aminimum count of 0 and a maximum count of 99; and (2)
the second type of count whereby the other faces combine
with indicia on the base to identify several numerals in the
range of 1 through 24, inclusive. The plurality of counting
symbols can be affixed, such as to a first, second, or third dial,
for example, by at least one of printing, painting, etching,
embossing, engraving, and stamping. In further embodi-
ments, the plurality of counting symbols can correspond to a
plurality of teeth of a ratchet wheel coupled to the dial, such
asto aplurality of teeth for a first dial. For example, a dial with
the numerals 1 through 24 affixed on an upper surface can be
coupled to a ratchet wheel on a lower surface that includes 24
teeth.

In further embodiments, the pawl for a given dial’s ratchet
wheel can be coupled to the dial beneath. For example, the
pawl for the first ratchet wheel can be coupled to the second
dial; likewise, the pawl for the second ratchet wheel can be
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coupled to the third dial, and so on. In the alternative, or in
addition, the pawl for any ratchet wheel can be coupled to a
base or a post. Accordingly, various embodiments of the
present invention can include one or more pawls that are
attached to dials as well as one or more pawls that are attached
to a base or a post.

One or more bases of further embodiments can comprise
one or more indicia that enable a user to select, by turning, a
counting symbol on at least one of the first dial and the second
dial, for example. In further embodiments, an indicator hand
can be located above the first dial, wherein the hand is rotat-
able to indicate a counting symbol on the first dial. A ratchet
wheel and a pawl can be used to rotatably position the hand in
any embodiment. For example, the ratchet wheel can be
coupled to the hand and the pawl can be coupled to the first
dial. In the alternative, the pawl can be coupled to the hand
and the ratchet wheel can be coupled to the first dial, for
example. In yet another example, either the teeth of the
ratchet or the pawl can be coupled to, or comprise, a post. The
hand can be coupled to a post.

Further embodiments can include a third, a fourth, and
even a fifth dial, and can be constructed according to any of
the embodiments described herein. For example, one
embodiment can include a third dial comprising a third diam-
eter that is greater than the second diameter, with the third dial
positioned beneath and coaxially with the second dial. A third
plurality of counting symbols can be located on an upper
surface of the third dial. A third indexer can be used to rotat-
ably position the third dial. In the alternative, the third dial
may be rotatably fixed in relation to the base. If it rotates, the
third dial can also be held in place using friction. The post(s)
can be used to coaxially align the first dial, the second dial,
and the third dial. The third indexer can comprise a third
ratchet wheel coupled to a bottom face of the third dial, with
the third ratchet wheel engaging a third pawl to rotatably
position the third dial. The third pawl can be coupled to the
second dial, a base, or a post.

The number of dials described herein is unlimited,
although the more dials are included, the larger the counter
may become. Similarly, the number of counting symbols
described herein is unlimited, although the more counting
symbols are included, the larger the counter may become. A
counter of any size is possible, but the counter is preferably
one that a user can hold in one or two hands.

Further embodiments can include one or more rings. One
or more bases of any embodiment can include one or more
guides or channels on or in which to place one or more rings.
A guide can be located on the same plane as a base or on
different planes than a base. A channel can be recessed into a
base. In one embodiment, for example, the base can include a
first circular channel into which the first ring is seated. The
base can include a second circular channel into which the
second ring is seated, a third circular channel into which a
third ring is seated, and so on. The base(s) of any embodiment
can comprise or include one or more retainers, such as one or
more brackets or screws or tabs, for securing any ring to a
guide or in a channel. A hand also can secure a ring to a guide
orina channel. Alternatively, or in addition, ahand can secure
a ring to one or more bases.

When the rings are stationary, ball detents, for example,
consisting of spheres or portions of spheres and their corre-
sponding holes or indentations, can engage to hold the rings
in place. When one or more of the rings is turned, the one or
more holes or indentations can disengage their corresponding
spheres or portions of spheres as the one or more rings
advance. Around the circumference of each of the rings can be
printed a quantity of counting symbols that matches the quan-
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tity of holes or indentations corresponding to that ring.
Printed on a base or an adjoining ring can be one or more
indicia that enable a user to select, by rotation, one counting
symbol on each ring. Inside the smallest ring can be an indi-
cator hand or hand means, as might be found on a timepiece,
that rotates around the axis independently of the rings and,
when rotated, indicates a counting symbol on the circumfer-
ence of the smallest ring. A hole or indentation in the hand can
engage with spheres or portions of spheres in that portion of
the base located inside the smallest ring. Likewise, a sphere or
portion of a sphere in the hand can engage with holes or
indentations in the base. Together, these components of a ball
or pin detent or plunger, for example, can hold the hand in
place when the hand is stationary and can engage one another
when the hand is moved relative to the base beneath it. Like
the rings and the adjoining base, the hand and the adjoining
base can also engage one another using ratchet(s), pawl(s),
gear(s), or click(s). Each component can also engage the other
components using friction.

Accordingly, various embodiments can provide a counting
apparatus for knitting that includes a plurality of concentric
rings. The apparatus can include a first ring comprising a first
outer diameter and a first inner diameter, which first ring can
include a first plurality of counting symbols that are located
onan upper surface of the first ring. A first indexer or indexing
means can be used to rotatably position the first ring. The
apparatus can also include a second ring comprising a second
outer diameter and a second inner diameter that is equal to or
greater than the first outer diameter. The second ring can be
positioned concentrically about the first ring. Like the first
ring, the second ring can include a second plurality of count-
ing symbols on an upper surface of the second ring. A second
indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably position
the second ring. Likewise, the apparatus can include a third
ring as well as an indicator hand. Each of the rings and the
hand can also be rotatably positioned using friction. Each ring
can be coupled to one or more bases or base means by one or
more retainers, such as brackets, screws, or tabs, or by por-
tions of the base(s) or hand(s).

A plurality of counting symbols in any embodiment of the
present invention can be affixed to one or more components of
the apparatus, such as to one or more bases or one or more
faces, and can comprise a continuous list of counting sym-
bols. By way of example only, a first ring can include the
following sequence of numerals and symbols: 0, 1,2, 3,4, 5,
6, 7, 8, 9, followed by two symbols. By way of further
example, a second ring can include the following sequence of
numerals: 0,1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18. By way of further example, a third ring can include the
following sequence of numerals: 0, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. This
arrangement of counting symbols on the faces permits a user
to maintain two types of counts, as follows: (1) the first type
of count using an indicator hand and the first ring, whereby
the hand identifies a digit representing the tens column of a
numeral and the first ring combines with a marking on the
base to identify a digit representing the ones column of that
numeral, or vice versa, for a minimum count of 0 and a
maximum count of 99; and (2) the second type of count
whereby the second and third rings, combined with
marking(s) on the base(s), identify, respectively, one numeral
in the range of O through 18, inclusive, and one numeral in the
range of 0 through 24, inclusive. Of course, the embodiments
of'the present invention can use any suitable number of count-
ing symbols. The plurality of counting symbols can be
affixed, such asto a first, second, or third ring, for example, by
at least one of printing, painting, etching, embossing, engrav-
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ing, and stamping. In further embodiments, the plurality of
counting symbols can correspond to a plurality of teeth of a
ratchet wheel coupled to the ring or the base. For example, a
ring with the numerals O through 18 affixed on an upper
surface can comprise or be coupled to a ratchet wheel or ring
on a lower surface that includes 19 teeth.

The base(s) of further embodiments can comprise one or
more indicia that enable a user to select, by turning, a count-
ing symbol on at least one of the first ring, the second ring, and
the third ring, for example. In further embodiments, an indi-
cator hand can be located within the first ring, wherein the
indicator is rotatable to indicate a counting symbol on the first
ring. A ratchet wheel and a pawl can be used to rotatably
position the hand in any embodiment. For example, the
ratchet wheel can be coupled to the hand and the pawl can be
coupled to abase, for example. In the alternative, the pawl can
be coupled to the hand and the ratchet wheel can be coupled
to a base, for example. In yet another example, either the teeth
of the ratchet or the pawl can be coupled to, or comprise, a
post or post means. The hand can be coupled to a post or post
means.

Other embodiments can provide a counting apparatus for
knitting that includes a plurality of stacked rings that are not
arranged concentrically in relation to each other. The appa-
ratus can include a first ring, a second ring, and a third ring, for
example, each of which can be rotatably positioned using an
indexer or indexing means. The rings can also be rotatably
positioned using friction. The outer and inner diameters of the
rings can be, but need not be, equal to each other. One or more
rings can include a plurality of counting symbols on its upper
surface. Alternatively, or in addition, other face(s) and/or the
base(s) of the apparatus can include a plurality of counting
symbols to which one or more of the rings can refer by means
of markings, knobs, protuberances, or other indicia in or on
the ring(s), face(s), or base(s). The rings can be held in place
by sandwiching them between the other face(s) and the
base(s) or base means, which can be coupled to each other
using one or more posts or post means. Alternatively, or in
addition, the rings also can be held in place by sandwiching
them between one or more hands and the base(s) or base
means, which can be coupled to each other using one or more
posts or post means.

By way of example only, a first ring having a first outer
diameter can include the following sequence of numerals and
symbols: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0,
followed by four symbols. By way of further example, a
second ring having a second outer diameter greater than the
first outer diameter can include the following sequence of
numerals: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,
18,19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. By way of further example, a third
ring having a third outer diameter greater than the first and
second outer diameters can include the following sequence of
numerals: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,
18,19, 20, 21,22, 23, 24. The inner diameters of the rings can
be equal to each other, with each inner diameter comprising a
ratchet wheel that includes 24 teeth. This arrangement of
counting symbols on the faces permits a user to maintain two
types of counts, as follows: (1) the first type of count using an
indicator hand and the first ring, whereby the hand identifies
a digit representing the tens column of a numeral and the first
ring combines with a marking on the base to identify a digit
representing the ones column of that numeral, or vice versa,
for aminimum count of 0 and a maximum count of 99; and (2)
the second type of count whereby the second and third rings,
combined with marking(s) on the base(s), identify one
numeral in the range of 1 through 24, inclusive. Of course, the
embodiments of the present invention can use any suitable
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number of counting symbols. The plurality of counting sym-
bols can be affixed, such as to a first, second, or third ring, for
example, by at least one of printing, painting, etching,
embossing, engraving, and stamping.

The number of rings described herein is unlimited,
although the more rings are included, the larger the counter
may become. Similarly, the number of counting symbols
described herein is unlimited, although the more counting
symbols are included, the larger the counter may become. A
counter of any size is possible, but the counter is preferably
one that a user can hold in one or two hands.

Further embodiments of the present invention can com-
prise one or more dials and one or more rings. Any of the rings
and dials described herein, along with their corresponding
indexer or indexing means, can be used. Friction can also be
used. By way of example only, the apparatus can include a
dial, a first ring, a second ring, and a third ring, wherein each
ring can be rotatably positioned in relation to the dial using an
indexer or indexing means. In this example, the inner diam-
eters of the rings can be equal to each other. Each inner
diameter of each ring can comprise a ratchet wheel. Alterna-
tively, each inner diameter of each ring can include detents
that are designed to mate with a ball or pin comprising a
sphere or portion of a sphere. Either the base or base means or
the post or post means can comprise or house the ball or pin.
The ball or pin can be stationary; alternatively, the ball or pin
can be situated in a channel and activated by a spring. A
plunger may comprise the ball or pin. Each ring can comprise
aknob or protuberance that can indicate a counting symbol on
the dial above it. The rings can be held in place by sandwich-
ing them between the dial and the base or base means, which
can be coupled to each other using a post or post means.
Alternatively, or in addition, the rings can be held in place by
sandwiching them between one or more hands and the base or
base means, which can be coupled to each other using a post
or post means.

The dial can include the following sequence of numerals:
1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18, 19, 20,
21,22,23,24,25,26,27,28,29,30,31,32,33,34,35,and 36.
Thus, in this example, the inner diameter of each ring can
comprise 36 teeth of a ratchet wheel or 36 detents. This
arrangement of counting symbols on the dial permits a user to
maintain three counts whereby the knob or protuberance on
each ring identifies one numeral in the range of 1 through 36,
inclusive. If the user wishes to indicate a count of zero, she
can use a ring to indicate the number 36. Of course, the
embodiments of the present invention can use any suitable
number of counting symbols. The plurality of counting sym-
bols can be affixed, such as to the dial, for example, by at least
one of printing, painting, etching, embossing, engraving, and
stamping.

Further embodiments can include a plurality of indicator
hands affixed to a single axis, each of which can, but need not,
rotate around the axis independently of the others. When the
hands are stationary, indexers or indexing means such as
ratchets, pawls, gears, clicks, detents, balls, pins, and plung-
ers can hold the hand(s) in place. When one or more of the
hands is rotated about the axis, the indexers or indexing
means can permit the hand(s) to advance. A quantity of count-
ing symbols can be printed around the circumference of the
dial, ring, or base located underneath the plurality ofrotatable
hands, which quantity can match the quantity of ratchet teeth,
gear teeth, clicks, detents, holes, indentations, balls, pins,
spheres, portions of spheres, plungers, or other indexing fea-
tures corresponding to that dial, ring, or base. The plurality of
rotatable hands can also engage the dial, ring, or base under-
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neath using friction. The apparatus can also contain a second,
third, or fourth dial, each with one or more rotatable hands.

Accordingly, various embodiments can provide a counting
apparatus for knitting that includes a plurality of rotatable
indicator hands. The apparatus can include a dial affixed to or
comprising a base, which dial or base can include a first
plurality of counting symbols that are located on an upper
surface of the dial or base. The apparatus can also include a
first hand, which is affixed to the dial or base at its axis. A first
indexer or indexing means can be used to rotatably position
the first hand. The apparatus can also include a second hand
which, like the first hand, is affixed to the dial or base at its
axis. A second indexer or indexing means can be used to
rotatably position the second hand. The apparatus can also
include a second rotatable dial contained within the circum-
ference of the first dial or base. Like the first dial or base, the
second dial can include at least one rotatable hand that can be
rotatably positioned using an indexer or indexing means.
Each of the dials and hands also can be rotatably positioned
using friction. As regards the indexer or indexing means, in
one embodiment, for example, each hand can include a pawl,
which can engage a ratchet wheel affixed to or comprising a
post. Likewise, each hand can include a ratchet wheel that
engages a pawl affixed to or comprising a post. In other
embodiments, either the ratchet wheel or the pawl can be
affixed to the dial or a base. Other embodiments can use other
indexers or indexing means.

The number of teeth on a ratchet wheel can correspond to
the number of symbols located on the corresponding face or
base. By way of example only, the first dial or base can
include the following sequence of numerals: 0, 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6,
7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18,19, 20,21, 22,23, 24,
25,26,27,28. By way of further example, the second dial can
be rotatable and can include the following sequence of
numerals: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. This arrangement of
numerals on the first dial or base and the second rotatable dial
permits a user to maintain two types of counts, as follows: (1)
the first type of count using the second rotatable dial and one
indicator hand, whereby the rotatable dial identifies a digit
representing the tens column of a numeral and the hand iden-
tifies a digit representing the ones column of that numeral, or
vice versa, for a minimum count of 0 and a maximum count of
99; and (2) the second type of count using the first dial or base
and three hands to identify three different numerals in the
range of 0 through 30, inclusive. Of course, the embodiments
of'the present invention can use any suitable number of count-
ing symbols. The plurality of symbols can be affixed, such as
to a dial or base, for example, by at least one of printing,
painting, etching, embossing, engraving, and stamping.

The number of hands described herein is unlimited,
although the more hands are included, the more complex the
counter may become. Similarly, the number of counting sym-
bols described herein is unlimited, although the more count-
ing symbols are included, the larger the counter may become.
A counter of any size is possible, but the counter is preferably
one that a user can hold in one or two hands.

In another embodiment of the present invention, the
counter can be designed to accommodate one or more objects
that fit either into or onto a surface or around an edge of the
face(s) or base(s). An object can comprise a “tooth” or pro-
tuberance, for example, that can fit into one or more slots on
adial, ring, or base. The size, shape, and/or placement of these
objects can correspond to the width of one counting symbol.
These objects can act as “stops,” informing the user that the
repeat being counted has reached the beginning or the end of
a count or has skipped a numeral as specified in the pattern.
Stops can take the form of indicator hands, as on a timepiece.
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Hands can function as stops. When not in use, these stops can
be stored on a face or base. For example, stops can be stored
over or adjacent to the symbols on a dial, ring, or base. The
number of stops described herein is unlimited, although the
more locations for storing stops are included, the larger the
counter may become. Again, a counter of any size is possible,
but the counter is preferably one that a user can hold in one or
two hands.

The components of any embodiment of the present inven-
tion can be made from any suitable material, including plas-
tics, metals, ceramics, organics, and any combination thereof.
For example, the face, dial, ring, base, post, hand, stop,
indexer, ratchet wheel, pawl, gear, click, detent, ball, pin,
spring, or plunger can be made of or include one or more of
plastic, aluminum, steel, brass, copper, nickel, tin, titanium,
glass, ceramics, wood, carbon fiber, composite materials,
and/or any combination thereof. Moreover, the material of
any component can be plated, such as by nickel or chrome
plating, and/or can be treated by nitriding (including ferritic
nitrocarburizing) or carburizing. The plastic of any embodi-
ment can comprise one or more of acrylic, acrylonitrile buta-
diene styrene (“ABS”), nylon, polypropylene, and DEL-
RIN® acetal resin, for example, and can be formed by
injection molding, milling, and/or 3D printing. The alumi-
num of any embodiment can be anodized in any suitable
color.

As used herein, an indexer or indexing means includes, but
is not limited to, a ratchet wheel or teeth and a pawl or pawl
ring, a gear and a click, a ball or pin detent, a ball plunger,
and/or combinations thereof. A post or post means can be
used to align at or about an axis the one or more faces or hands
in embodiments of the present invention. One or more posts
or post means can “nest” around or within each other. As used
herein, a post means includes, but is not limited to, those post
structures shown and/or described herein and with respect to
FIG. 1 through FIG. 6. As used herein, a base means includes,
but is not limited to, those base structures shown and/or
described with respect to FIG. 1 through FIG. 6. A retainer
means includes, but is not limited to, those structures shown
and/or described herein and with respect to FIGS. 2,4, 5, and
6, including but not limited to brackets, screws, tabs, and a
portion of a base or hand, that are used to retain a dial or ring.

One embodiment of the invention as shown in FIG. 1A and
FIG. 1B includes three faces or dials of varying diameters,
which dials can rotate independently of each other around a
single axis, through which a post (1) can connect the dials to
abase (2). As concerns rotation around the axis, the dials can
be held in place by friction. The circumference of the obverse
or top of the first dial (3) can be printed with the numerals 1
through 16, inclusive. The circumference of the obverse or
top of the second dial (4) can be printed with the numerals 1
through 18, inclusive. The circumference of the obverse or
top of the third dial (5) can be printed with the numerals 1
through 24, inclusive. A user may select a counting symbol
from each dial by rotating that dial until the selected counting
symbol is aligned with a marking which, in this embodiment,
comprises the apex of a handle (6), which is a component of
or affixed to the base (2) at the 0° position.

FIG. 1B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 1A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 270°
position and ends at the 90° position.

The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 2A, FIG.
2B, and FIG. 2C includes two faces or rings of varying diam-
eters, which rings can rotate independently of each other
around a single axis. One or more retainers, such as, but not
limited to, brackets (7), can connect a ring to a base (8), into
which the ring is seated, by exerting downward pressure on,
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or retaining, the upper surface of the ring, in any embodiment
of'the present invention. As concerns rotation around the axis,
the rings can be held in place by two ball detents as follows:
the reverse or underside of each ring can include detents or
concave indentations (9) located underneath each counting
symbol; and a ball plunger (10) can be a component of or
affixed to the obverse or top of the base (8) underneath each
ring. Each ball plunger (10) can be located so as to engage the
detents or concave indentations (9) in the reverse or underside
of'the corresponding ring when that ring is rotated around the
axis.

The circumference of the obverse or top of the inner ring
(11) can be printed with the numerals 0 through 9, inclusive;
the reverse or underside of the inner ring can include 10
detents or concave indentations (9). The circumference of the
obverse or top of the outer ring (12) can be printed with the
numerals 1 through 18, inclusive; the reverse or underside of
the inner ring can include 18 detents or concave indentations
(9). A user may select a counting symbol from each ring by
rotating that ring until the selected counting symbol is aligned
with a marking (13). In this embodiment, each ring can have
a corresponding marking (13), which appears as a symbol
printed on the obverse or top of the base (8) at the 0° position.

The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 2A, FIG.
2B, and FIG. 2C includes an indicator hand (14), as might be
found on a timepiece, that rotates around the axis indepen-
dently of the rings and, when rotated, indicates a counting
symbol on the circumference of the inner ring (11). A post
(15) can connect the hand (14) to the base (8) at the axis. As
concerns rotation around the axis, the hand (14) can be held in
place by ten “clicks” (16) that protrude from and are compo-
nents of or affixed to the obverse or top of the base (8). Each
click (16) can be located on a radius that bisects the arc
connecting two neighboring counting symbols on the circum-
ference of the inner ring (11). A user may use the hand (14) to
select a counting symbol from the circumference of the inner
ring (11) by rotating the hand (14) past the clicks (16) until the
hand (14) indicates the selected counting symbol.

FIG. 2B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 2A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 225°
position and ends at the 45° position. Brackets (7) connecting
the rings to the base (8) are located along this diameter.

FIG. 2C depicts the embodiment in FIG. 2A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 270°
position and ends at the 90° position. Ball plungers (10) and
clicks (16) are located along this diameter.

The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 3A, FIG.
3B, and FIG. 3C includes three faces or dials of varying
diameters, which dials can rotate independently of each other
around a single axis, through which a post (17) connects the
dials to a base (18). As concerns rotation around the axis, the
dials can be held in place by three ratchet wheels and three
pawls as follows: a ratchet wheel (19) is a component of or is
affixed to the reverse or underside of the each of the dials; and
apawl (20), loaded with a spring (21), is a component of or is
affixed to the obverse or top of the second dial (23), the
obverse or top of the third dial (24), and the obverse or top of
the base (18). Each pawl can be located so as to engage the
teeth of its corresponding ratchet wheel when the dial of
which the ratchet wheel is a component or to which the ratchet
wheel is affixed is rotated around the axis.

The circumference of the obverse or top of the first dial (22)
can be printed with the numerals 1 through O, inclusive,
followed by 1 through 0, inclusive, followed by three sym-
bols, for atotal of 23 counting symbols. The circumference of
the obverse or top of each of the second dial (23) and the third
dial (24) can be printed with the numerals 1 through 24,
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inclusive. The reverse or underside of each dial can include
detents or concave indentations (25) located underneath each
counting symbol. A user may select a counting symbol from
each dial by rotating that dial until the selected counting
symbol is aligned with a marking (26) which, in this embodi-
ment, appears as a symbol printed on the obverse or top of the
base (18) at the 0° position.

The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 3A, FIG. 3B, and
FIG. 3C also includes a hand (27) that can rotate around the
axis independently of the dials and, when rotated, can indi-
cate a counting symbol on the circumference of the first dial
(22). Apost (17) can connect the hand (27) to the dials and the
base (18) at the axis. As concerns rotation around the axis, the
hand (27) can be held in place by a ratchet wheel and a pawl
as follows: a ratchet wheel (28) can be a component of or
affixed to the reverse or underside of the hand (27); and a pawl
(29), loaded with a spring (30), can be a component of or
affixed to the obverse or top of the first dial (22). The pawl
(29) can be located so as to engage the teeth of the ratchet
wheel (28) corresponding to the hand (27) when the hand (27)
is rotated around the axis. A user may use the hand (27) to
select a counting symbol from the circumference of the first
dial (22) by rotating the hand (27) until the hand (27) indicates
the selected counting symbol.

The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 3A, FIG. 3B, and
FIG. 3C also includes at least one stop (31) consisting of an
object that can be placed over or adjacent to a counting
symbol to indicate a count at, before, or after which the user
should take an action. The size, shape, and/or placement of
each stop (31) enables it to wrap from the obverse or top
around the edge to the reverse or underside of each dial and to
partially or wholly conceal the counting symbol underneath.
The stop (31) can be held in place, in part, by a protuberance
that fits within a detent or concave indentation (25) located
underneath each counting symbol on each dial. In this
embodiment, a stop (31) is being stored over a counting
symbol on the first dial (22) until the stop is needed by the
user.

FIG. 3B depicts the first dial (22) and the second dial (23)
of'the embodiment in FIG. 3A. The second dial (23) is shown
from the obverse or top, so as to reveal the pawl (20) and its
corresponding spring (21). The first dial (22) is shown from
the reverse or underside, so as to reveal the corresponding
ratchet wheel (19).

FIG. 3C depicts the embodiment in FIG. 3A from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 345°
position and ends at the 165° position. Pawls (20), their cor-
responding springs (21), and detents or concave indentations
(25) are located along this diameter.

FIG. 3D depicts the edge of the first dial (22) of the embodi-
ment in FIG. 3A, which first dial (22) is shown from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that ends at the 300° position.
A stop (31) is placed over a counting symbol at this position.

The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 4A and
FIG. 4B includes three faces or rings of varying outer diam-
eters but identical inner diameters, which rings can rotate
independently of each other around a single axis. As concerns
rotation around the axis, the rings can be held in place by three
ratchet wheels and three pawls as follows: the inner diameter
of each ring can comprise the teeth of a ratchet wheel (32);
and a pawl (33) corresponding to each ring can be connected
to the base (34) at the axis by a post (35). Each pawl (33) can
be located so as to engage the teeth of its corresponding
ratchet wheel when each ring is rotated around the axis. The
rings can be held in place against the base by a hand (36)
connected to the post (35). The hand (36) can rotate around
the axis independently of the rings and, when rotated, can
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indicate a counting symbol on the circumference of the first
ring (37). A post (35) can connect the hand (36) to the base
(34) at the axis. As concerns rotation around the axis, the hand
(36) can be held in place by friction.

The circumference of the obverse or top of the first ring
(37) can be printed with the numerals 1 through 0, inclusive,
followed by 1 through 0, inclusive, followed by four symbols,
for a total of 24 counting symbols. The circumference of the
obverse or top of each of the second ring (38) and the third
ring (39) can be printed with the numerals 1 through 24,
inclusive. A user may select a counting symbol from each ring
by rotating that ring until the selected counting symbol is
aligned with a marking (40) which, in this embodiment,
appears as a symbol printed on the obverse or top of the base
(34) at the 0° position.

The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 4A and FIG. 4B
also includes at least one stop (41) consisting of an object that
can be placed over or adjacent to a counting symbol to indi-
cate a count at, before, or after which the user should take an
action. The size, shape, and/or placement of each stop (41)
enables it to wrap from the obverse or top around the edge to
the reverse or underside of each ring and to partially or wholly
conceal the counting symbol underneath. The stop (41) can be
held in place, in part, by a protuberance that can fit within a
detent or concave indentation (42) located underneath each
counting symbol on each ring. In this embodiment, a stop (41)
is being stored over a counting symbol on the first ring (37)
until the stop is needed by the user.

The embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 5A, FIG.
5B, and FIG. 5C includes a face or dial (43) and three faces or
rings of varying diameters, which rings can rotate indepen-
dently of each other around a single axis. The circumference
of the obverse or top of the dial (43) can be printed with the
numerals 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, 18, 21, 24, 27, 30, 33, and 36,
inclusive, with symbols marking the intervals between the
numerals, as on a timepiece, as follows: symbol, symbol, 3,
symbol, symbol, 6, symbol, symbol, 9, symbol, symbol, 12,
symbol, symbol, 15, symbol, symbol, 18, symbol, symbol,
21, symbol, symbol, 24, symbol, symbol, 27, symbol, sym-
bol, 30, symbol, symbol, 33, symbol, symbol, and 36. The
counting symbols can total 36. In this embodiment, the dial
(43) includes a handle (44) resembling the bow of a pocket
watch, which handle (44) is a component of or affixed to the
dial (43) at the 0° position.

As concerns rotation around the axis, the rings can be held
in place by three ball detents as follows: the inner diameter of
each ring can include detents or concave indentations (45) in
a number that equals the number of counting symbols on the
dial (43), here, 36; and a ball (46) and spring (47) correspond-
ing to each ring can be a component of the base (48) and can
be located so as to engage the detents or concave indentations
(45) in the inner diameter of each ring when that ring is
rotated around the axis. The rings can be held in place by the
dial (43) above and the base (48) beneath. The dial (43) and
the base (48) can be coupled to a first post (49).

Each of the first ring (50), the second ring (51), and the
third ring (52) can comprise a knob or protuberance (53)
along its outer diameter, which knob or protuberance (53) can
indicate a counting symbol on the dial (43), above, when the
ring of which it is a part is rotated around the axis. Thus, a user
may select a counting symbol from the dial (43) by rotating a
ring until a knob or protuberance (53) of a ring is underneath
and alongside the selected counting symbol. In this embodi-
ment, the three knobs or protuberances (53) are being used to
indicate the numerals 3 and 21 and a symbol that indicates the
number 11.
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The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 5A, FIG. 5B, and
FIG. 5C also includes three indicator hands (54) that can
rotate around the axis independently of the rings and, when
rotated, can indicate a counting symbol on the circumference
of'the dial (43). A second post (55) can connect the hands (54)
to the base (48) at the axis. In this embodiment, the hands (54)
function as stops, or objects that can be located adjacent to a
counting symbol to indicate a count at, before, or after which
the user should take an action. Each hand (54) can comprise
aprotruding “tooth” (56) underneath the end of the hand (54)
that is closer to the counting symbols. The shape of each tooth
(56) enables it to fit within a slot (57) on the dial (43) along-
side a counting symbol. The tooth (56) can be held in place
within the slot (57) by friction. In this embodiment, the three
hands (54) are being used to indicate the numerals 18 and 24
and a symbol that indicates the number 8. The end of each
hand (54) that is closer to the counting symbols can comprise
an angle so as to permit the user more easily to disengage the
hand (54) from the dial (43).

FIG. 5B depicts the embodiment in FIG. 5A from the top
and omits the dial (43) to reveal the first ring (50), the detents
or concave indentations (45) along its inner diameter, the ball
(46) and spring (47) corresponding to the first ring (50), and
the knobs or protuberances (53) comprising parts of the first
ring (50), the second ring (51), and the third ring (52).

FIG. 5C depicts the embodiment in FIG. SA from the side
and cut in half along a diameter that begins at the 180°
position and ends at the 0° position. The handle (44), the balls
(46) and springs (47) corresponding to the three rings, the first
post (49), the second post (55), a hand (54) with its tooth (56),
and two slots (57) are located along this diameter. The tooth
(56) is located within the slot (57) at the 180° position, indi-
cating the numeral 18.

The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 6 can include
three faces or dials of varying diameters. In this embodiment,
the second dial (59) and the third dial (60) are coaxial; the first
dial (58) is not. The first dial (58) can include a handle (61)
resembling the bow of a pocket watch, which handle (61) can
be a component of or affixed to the first dial (58) at the 0°
position. The second dial (59) can be located on the obverse or
top of the first dial (58) and can rotate around a second axis
located between the first axis and the circumference of the
first dial (58) at the 180° position. The second dial (59) can be
held in place by means of a second post (62) that can couple
the second dial (59) to the first dial (58) and then to the third
dial (60) underneath. All or part of the second post (62) can
comprise a rectangular cuboid or be otherwise shaped so as to
force the second dial (59) to rotate when the user rotates that
part of the third dial (60) that protrudes from beneath the
circumference of the first dial (58). As concerns rotation
around the second axis, the second dial (59) and the third dial
(60) can be held in place by friction.

The embodiment of the invention in FIG. 6 also includes
three hands, as follows: the first two hands (63) can rotate
around the first axis independently of each other and, when
rotated, can indicate a counting symbol on the circumference
of'the first dial (58); and the third hand (64) can rotate around
the second axis and, when rotated, can indicate a counting
symbol on the circumference of the second dial (59). A first
post (65) can couple the first two hands (63) to the first dial
(58) at the first axis. The second post (62) can couple the third
hand (64) to the first dial (58) and the third dial (60) at the
second axis.

The circumference of the obverse or top of the first dial (58)
can be printed with the numerals 0 through 28, inclusive. The
circumference of the obverse or top ofthe second dial (59) can
be printed with the numerals O through 9, inclusive. This
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arrangement of counting symbols on the first dial (58) and
second dial (59) permits a user to maintain two types of
counts, as follows: (1) the first type of count using the third
hand (64) and the second dial (59), whereby the third hand
(64) identifies a digit representing the tens column of a
numeral and the second dial (59) combines with a marking or
other indicium (66) on the first dial (58) to identify a digit
representing the ones column of that numeral, or vice versa,
for aminimum count of 0 and a maximum count of 99; and (2)
the second type of count whereby the first two hands (63)
indicate two numerals in the range of 0 through 28, inclusive.

While the invention has been described in detail in connec-
tion with specific embodiments, the invention should not be
understood as limited to those embodiments. Instead, the
invention can be modified to incorporate any number of modi-
fications, substitutions, or equivalent arrangements that are
not described herein but are commensurate with the spirit and
scope of the invention. Specific embodiments should be taken
as exemplary and not limiting.

I claim:

1. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plural-
ity of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a first face including a first plurality of counting symbols

numbering at least eleven;

b. a second face that can be rotatably positioned with

respect to the first face to indicate a first count;

c. a third face that can be rotatably positioned with respect

to the first face to indicate a second count; and

d. a base that secures the first face, the second face, and the

third face.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a. a second indexer that rotatably positions the second face

with respect to the first face; and

b. athird indexer that rotatably positions the third face with

respect to the first face.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second indexer
comprises a ball or ball plunger and a plurality of correspond-
ing detents.

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the first plurality of
counting symbols correspond to the plurality of detents.

5. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the second indexer
comprises a ratchet wheel that engages a pawl.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein the first plurality of
counting symbols correspond to a plurality of teeth of the
ratchet wheel.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a post that
coaxially aligns the first face and at least one of the second
face and the third face.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the base coaxially
aligns the first face and at least one of the second face and the
third face.

9. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the base includes one
or more markings, knobs, protuberances, or other indicia that
enable a user to select, by turning, one of the first plurality of
counting symbols on the first face.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
second face and the third face includes one or more markings,
knobs, protuberances, or other indicia that enable a user to
select, by turning, a counting symbol on the first face.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising an indi-
cator that is located above or below the first face, wherein the
indicator is rotatable to indicate one of the first plurality of
counting symbols on the first face.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the indicator is
coupled to a post.
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13. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a fourth
face that can be rotatably positioned with respect to the first
face to indicate a third count, wherein the fourth face is
secured by the base.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising a fourth
indexer that rotatably positions the fourth face with respect to
the first face.

15. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein one or more objects
fitinto or onto a surface or around an edge of atleast one of the
first face, the second face, and the base.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein at least one edge of
the object corresponds to the length or width of one counting
symbol.

17. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first face, the
second face, and the third face are substantially circular.

18. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the second
face and the third face comprise a ring.

19. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the second
face and the third face comprise a dial.

20. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-
rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a base for securing the plurality of faces;

b. afirst face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven, wherein the first face can be
rotatably positioned with respect to the base to indicate
a first count;

c. a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven, wherein the second
face can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base
to indicate a second count;

d. a first indexer that rotatably positions the first face with
respect to the base; and

e. a second indexer that rotatably positions the second face
with respect to the base, and wherein at least one of the
first indexer and the second indexer comprises a ratchet
wheel that engages a pawl.

21. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-

rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a base for securing the plurality of faces;

b. afirst face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven, wherein the first face can be
rotatably positioned with respect to the base to indicate
a first count;

c. a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven, wherein the second
face can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base
to indicate a second count;

d. a first indexer that rotatably positions the first face with
respect to the base; and

e. a second indexer that rotatably positions the second face
with respect to the base, and wherein the first indexer
comprises a plurality of teeth of a ratchet wheel that
correspond to the first plurality of counting symbols.

22. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-
rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a base for securing the plurality of faces;

b. afirst face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven, wherein the first face can be
rotatably positioned with respect to the base to indicate
a first count;

c. a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven, wherein the second
face can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base
to indicate a second count; and
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d. an indicator that is located above or below the first face,
and wherein the indicator is rotatable to indicate a count-
ing symbol on at least one of the first face and the second
face.

23. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the indicator is

coupled to a post.

24. The apparatus of claim 22, wherein the indicator is

coupled to one of the first face and the second face.

25. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-

rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a base for securing the plurality of faces;

b. afirst face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven, wherein the first face can be
rotatably positioned with respect to the base to indicate
a first count;

c. a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven, wherein the second
face can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base
to indicate a second count;

d. a third face including a third plurality of counting sym-
bols numbering at least eleven, wherein the third face
can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base to
indicate a third count; and

e. a third indexer to rotatably position the third face with
respect to the base.

26. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-

rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a base for securing the plurality of faces;

b. afirst face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven, wherein the first face can be
rotatably positioned with respect to the base to indicate
a first count;

c. a second face including a second plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven, wherein the second
face can be rotatably positioned with respect to the base
to indicate a second count, and wherein one or more
objects fit into or onto a surface or around an edge of at
least one of the first face, the second face, and the base.

27. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein at least one edge of

the object corresponds to the length or width of one counting
symbol.

28. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-

rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a first face means including a first plurality of counting
symbols numbering at least eleven;

b. asecond face means that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face means to indicate a first count;

c. a third face means that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face means to indicate a second count;
and

d. abase means that secures the first face means, the second
face means, and the third face means.

29. The apparatus of claim 28, further comprising:

a. a second indexing means that rotatably positions the
second face means with respect to the first face means;
and

b. a third indexing means that rotatably positions the third
face means with respect to the first face means.

30. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-

rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a first face including a first plurality of counting symbols
numbering at least eleven;

b. a second face that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face to indicate a first count;

c. a third face that can be rotatably positioned with respect
to the first face to indicate a second count;
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d. a fourth face that can be rotatably positioned with respect
to the first face to indicate a third count, and wherein at
least one of the second face, the third face, and the fourth
face includes one or more markings, knobs, protuber-
ances, or other indicia that enable a user to select, by
turning, one of the first plurality of counting symbols on
the first face;

e. a second indexer that rotatably positions the second face
with respect to the first face;

f. a third indexer that rotatably positions the third face with
respect to the first face;

g. a fourth indexer that rotatably positions the fourth face
with respect to the first face;

h. a first indicator that is located above the first face,
wherein the first indicator is rotatable to indicate one of
the first plurality of counting symbols on the first face;

i. a second indicator that is located above the first face,
wherein the second indicator is rotatable to indicate one
of'the first plurality of counting symbols on the first face;

j- a third indicator that is located above the first face,
wherein the third indicator is rotatable to indicate one of
the first plurality of counting symbols on the first face;
and

k. a base that secures the first face, the second face, the third
face, and the fourth face, and wherein at least one of a
post or the base coaxially aligns the first face, the second
face, the third face, and the fourth face.

31. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein each of the second
indexer, the third indexer, and the fourth indexer comprise a
ball or ball plunger and a plurality of detents that correspond
to the first plurality of counting symbols.

32. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein each of the second
indexer, the third indexer, and the fourth indexer comprise a
pawl and a ratchet wheel with a number of teeth that corre-
sponds to the first plurality of counting symbols.

33. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein each of the second
face, the third face, and the fourth face comprise a dial.

34. The apparatus of claim 30, wherein each of the second
face, the third face, and the fourth face comprise a ring.

35. The apparatus of claim 34, wherein each of the second
indexer, the third indexer, and the fourth indexer comprise a
ball or ball plunger and a plurality of detents that correspond
to the first plurality of counting symbols.

36. A counting apparatus for knitting that includes a plu-
rality of faces, the apparatus comprising:

a. a first face means including a first plurality of counting

symbols numbering at least eleven;

b. asecond face means that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face means to indicate a first count;

c. a third face means that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face means to indicate a second count;

d. a fourth face means that can be rotatably positioned with
respect to the first face means to indicate a third count,
and wherein at least one of the second face means, the
third face means, and the fourth face means includes one
or more markings, knobs, protuberances, or other indi-
ciathat enable a user to select, by turning, one of the first
plurality of counting symbols on the first face means;

e. a second indexing means that rotatably positions the
second face means with respect to the first face means;

f. a third indexing means that rotatably positions the third
face means with respect to the first face means;

g. a fourth indexing means that rotatably positions the
fourth face means with respect to the first face means;
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h. a first indicator means that is located above the first face
means, wherein the first indicator means is rotatable to
indicate one of the first plurality of counting symbols on
the first face means;

i. a second indicator means that is located above the first
face means, wherein the second indicator means is rotat-
able to indicate one of the first plurality of counting
symbols on the first face means;

j- athird indicator means that is located above the first face
means, wherein the third indicator means is rotatable to
indicate one of the first plurality of counting symbols on
the first face means; and

k. abase means that secures the first face means, the second
face means, the third face means, and the fourth face
means, and wherein at least one of a post means or the
base means coaxially aligns the first face means, the
second face means, the third face means, and the fourth
face means.
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